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Crannell - The Rise and Fall of a Company Town

Company towns were created throughout the
western United States as a way of retaining employees in
remote areas for the extraction of natural resources related
to mining or lumber production.
Just such a company town was located four miles
south and about two miles east of Trinidad. First called
Bulwinkle and later know as Crannell, this town existed for
over six decades.
A new historical photograph exhibit will open at the
Trinidad museum in January titled Crannell – The Rise and
Fall of a Company town 1906-1969. The official opening of
the Crannell exhibit will be January 15th at 2:00 pm, but the
exhibit will be up by mid-December. It will stay up through
the end of 2012. It will showcase over 30 photographs, 2
panoramas, and two maps. The theme of these images will
include the formation, development, and demise of the town.
The images displayed will include the three stages of the saw
mill, growth of the company store showing interior images of
products for sale, groups of residents, special events such as
the filming of four separate versions of a Hollywood movie
“Valley of the Giants”, the school house and school orchestra.
The exhibit will also include Katie Boyle’s images of the last
year and destruction of Crannell in 1969, as well as an image
of a well attended 2008 Crannell reunion held on the Balke
Babich Ranch (the old Balke Ranch), located near the entrance

to Crannell. These people continue to share their memories
and sense of community at reunions held twice yearly.

2008 Crannell Reunion

I hope you can join us for the opening and learn
more about this well loved company town of the past. Tom
Sharp, curator with assistance of Humboldt State University
interns Katie LaSala, Petra Wilkinson, and Stephanie
Mitten.

__________________________________________________________________________
Ned Simmons 1939-2011
Trinidad Museum board member and past
president, Trinidad Coastal Land Trust board member and
past president, historian, author, teacher, poet, forester, life
long landscape and still life artist, Trinidad Art gallery
owner, Song Circle singer and ukulele player, actor,
Trinidad Volunteer Fire Department emergency responder,
loyal friend and keen observer of humanity died on October
29, 2011 with his daughter, Gaylene, and friends at his side.
In 1968 Ned formed Heritage Trinidad, which
obtained a State Historic Mounument for the Tsurai Village
site in Trinidad. His focus on preserving Trinidad's history
was central in his life.
Ned was an inexhaustible source of Trinidad lore

to visitors and the community. He lived and worked in a
circa 1900 Warren Watkins-built home. Watkins was the
builder of the 1899 Sangster-Watkins-Underwood home
which houses Trinidad Museum. Ned was a tireless
advocate for preserving the old home as a museum.
Ned also was a licensed professional forester in the
State of California for 18 years, with BS and MS Forest
Management degrees from Humboldt State University. His
thesis was on development of basal burls on redwoods.
Ned's 24th Anniversary Trinidad Art Exhibition of
his large paintings, curated by Howdy Emerson, opened
November 4 and most of Trinidad was present.
A poem by Moses Mendelsohn is reproduced
beneath Ned's painting of Pewetole Island topped by a
rainbow: "Love the beautiful, Seek out the true, Wish for the
good, and the best do." That was Ned.

Trinidad Museum's
Native Plant Garden
Receives City
Recognition for
Outstanding Design
The City of Trinidad
established an Outstanding
Community Design Committee last
summer in an effort to recognize
good work in maintaining attractive
landscaping, housing, retail and
community spaces in the town.
Members of the committee,
led by Richard Johnson, City Planning Commission Chairman,
solicited community nominations in categories which included
outstanding retail store landscape design, commercial signage,
exterior remodeling, secondary unit design, energy efficiency,
vacation swelling unit design and coastal and native plant
landscaping.
Trinidad Museum's Native Plant Garden was
awarded the Outstanding Native Plant Garden Design at the
September 14, 2011 City Council meeting. Council Member
Julie Fulkerson presented a slide show of all of the recipients'
buildings and gardens and presented certificates.
Congratulations to Garden Chairmen Jill Mefford,
Ron Johnson, Virginia Waters, Designer Nancy Rehg and all
of the volunteers, including Ingrid Bailey, Amy Ziegler,
Laraine Cook, and Claire Perricelli who make the museum
gardens, open every day, attractive to so many appreciative
citizens and visitors.

Are You an Old-Fashioned Gardener?
Do you adore fragrant, sweet peas, cottage pinks,
lilacs, mock orange, lavenders? Do tangles of clematis,
climbing roses and wisteria create romantic, inviting settings
for you? Well, you may be an old-fashioned gardener.
These days, the politically correct garden is a waterconserving, wet/dry season adapted collection of native plants.
Ideally it is free of “exotics”—plants from other places. No
Canterbury Bells, New England asters, Siberian Squill,
delphiniums or daffodils, allowed. But Martha Underwood’s
house has a garden which is “grandmothered in,” so to speak.
The 1899 house is allowed an 1899 garden!
Gradually we are assembling such a garden, with
lilacs and anemones, snow-ball bushes, hydrangeas. We have
daffodils brought from the old house site, a “tree fuchsia” and
the lovely 1900 rose “Veilchen Blau,” which belonged to
Martha. The apple trees are growing.
We are just at the beginning. Would you like to help
plan and plant an old-fashioned garden? We’d love to have
your input. No experience required—we are learning as we
go. Call Virginia Waters 677 -3379, or Jill Mefford, 6770355, and come join us!

Friends of the Trinidad Library
Present "Light Up the Night for the
Library"
A community Open House featuring the
Trinidad Bay Bed and Breakfast, and the homes of Jan
and Jack West and Chi Wei and Donna Lin among others
will take place Sunday, December 11, from 2 to 6 p.m.
All Trinidad residents are encouraged to decorate in the
spirit of the season. Luminaries will be for sale in front of
Murphy's Market.
Trinidad Museum will be open as usual from
12:30 to 4 with harpist Howdy Emerson playing from 2 to
4 and Allie Lindgren as docent.
Susan Morton's Redwood Express, with Belgian
draft horses Bill and Nick, will give wagon rides around
town. Meet Bill and Nick at the hitching post close to
Main Street near museum. Refreshments, piano by Jackie
Hogan, crafts, vendors in Trinidad Town Hall.
It's a event to promote good will, cheer, and
community spirit. It also is a Trinidad Library Building
Fund event. $5 for seniors and students. $10 general
admission. $15 family discount.
Call 677-3816 or baycity@sonic.net for details.

Matthew Marshall Joins Trinidad
Museum and Trinidad Coastal Land
Trust Boards
Matthew Marshall has joined the Board of
Directors of Trinidad Museum Society and the Board of
Trustees of the Trinidad Coastal Land Trust. He recently
returned to Trinidad, where he grew up, after having
worked with the City and County of Denver, Colorado
Environmental
Quality Division on energy programs. Before
that he had served on the land trust board while he was
studying at HSU and also assisted Trinidad Museum, as
did his parents, Loretta and the late Bill Marshall, with a
variety of projects.
Matthew recently became Executive Director of
the Redwood Coast Energy Authority, a local government
joint powers authority of the County, the Humboldt Bay
Municipal Water District, and seven incorporated cities,
including Trinidad. The RCEA's mission is to "develop
and implement sustainable energy initiatives" on behalf of
member entities.
Trinidad event goers might recognize Matthew as a
member of the North Coast Pipe Band. Along with Roddy
Ross, he has played bagpipes in his dashing Scottish garb
at Trinidad Clam Beach Run, Trinidad Fish Festival and
Memorial Lighthouse Ceremony gatherings for years.
Matthew studied art and environmental systems at HSU
and enjoys drawing and dancing.

Museum Building Notes
By Scott Baker
Anyone who owns a home on the north coast is
aware of how the weather which makes redwood trees
grow tall makes building maintenance a nightmare.
Trinidad Museum is not exempt from nature's fury,
even though the exterior redwood has lasted for over one
hundred years.
The combination of the north coast weather and the
aging redwood siding required that the south and west
portions of the building to be painted. The weatherbeaten siding required dozens of hours of preparation,
accomplished cheerfully by TMS Vice President Scott
Baker.
Local author and house painter Robert McCune then
took on the job of making two sides of the museum look
beautiful again with fresh paint last August. He also
cleaned and re-surfaced the charming old redwood rain
gutters which grace the front entry way to the museum.
Susan Morton designed and painted, and Charles
Netzow installed, the new museum directional signs on
Main Street and Patricks Point Drive. And Charles also
completed the hitching rail to accommodate Susan's
Redwood Express Belgian draft horses Bill and Nick for
resting between wagon rides (call 496-1398 to reserve a
ride for group or individual town tours).

Docents Keep Museum Humming
Rousing applause for the volunteer docents who
keep the museum open Thursday through Sunday
afternoons in the winter and Wednesday through
Sunday in the summer. They welcome visitors, tell
anecdotes about Trinidad history and make sure each
guest has a pleasant museum and garden experience.

Many thanks to Allie Lindgren, Jill Mefford, Tom
Odom, Don and Barbara Ratzlaff, Martha Sue Davis,
Pat Koutouzos, Jim Webb, Maria Bartlett, Judy Smith,
Pam Topolewski, Sharon Malm Read, Katie LaSala,
Stephanie Mitten, Petra Wilkinson and Patti Fleschner
for making the museum a warm and welcoming place
of learning. Special group or individual tours on days
when museum is not open can be arranged. Call 6773816.

Welcome Student Interns
Continuing on with her internship, Katie LaSala
has been working on numerous projects over the past few
months including: helping to create an organizational
system for collections in storage, assisting with the research
and development of upcoming exhibits, and updating the
website.
We are happy to introduce two student interns from
Humboldt State. Stephanie is coming to the Trinidad
Museum in her fourth year as an Art History Major at HSU,
with an interest in gaining experience in museum work. She
is particularly interested in the day to day operations of a
small museum. Stephanie currently works at a Children’s
Center in Arcata and hopes to use her child development
background to organize field trips with the local schools.
During her time at the museum, she has assisted in
inventory work, as well as the reorganization of exhibits in
the Heritage Room.
Petra is also in her fourth year studying Art History
at HSU where she is a part of the Museum and Gallery
Practices program. She is interested in gaining knowledge
about how a small museum is run as well as learning about
the history of Humboldt County and the town of Trinidad.
Petra has been working on a docent training manual for the
museum in addition to doing inventory of the museum’s
Native basket collection.

Trinidad Museum Calendar
December 11, 2 to 6 p.m. – “Light up the Night”
fundraiser for the library. Howdy Emerson will be playing
harp at the Trinidad Museum from 2 to 4 p.m.
January 15, 2 p.m. – Crannell – The Rise and Fall of a
Company Town opens.

Trinidad Museum Board of Directors
Patti Fleschner, president, 677-3816, baycity@sonic.net
Scott Baker, vice president
Joan Berman, treasurer,
Jill Mefford, secretary
Virginia Waters
Tom Sharp
Ron Johnson
Matthew Marshall

In the Museum Shop
Place Names of Humboldt County, California, A
Compendium 1542-2009 by Dennis W. and Gloria H.
Turner is now latest book available in the museum store.
Native American Jewelry and Adornment of Northwest
California by Ron Johnson and Coleen Kelley Marks

Trinidad Museum Society
P. O. Box 1126
Trinidad, California 95570

The Betty Peugh Sweaney Collection by Ron Johnson,
Coleen Kelley Marks and Jennifer Wright
Trinidad by Dione Armand
Four Ages of Tsurai, Yurok Geography and Yurok
NarrativesTrinidad Geology by Ken Aalto
A Dog's Life: Boomer Jack of the Northwestern Pacific
by Lincoln Kilian
Movies Made in Humboldt County from the Clarke
Historical Museum
Grave Matters: Excavating California’s Buried Past by
Tony Platt
Greeting cards by Martha Kemp, Susan Morton, Jim
Welsh, and Kathleen Manaktala
"Trinidad" watercolor print by Shelly Mortensen
Original botanical drawings by London Horticultural
Society Gold Medal winner Martha Kemp
_____________
Checks welcome. Sorry, no credit card
purchases. Call 677-3883 to check for availability.
Editor Note: If you would like to hear about docent
training and the fun of being a volunteer please call Patti
at 707-677-3816.
Trinidad Museum Society
P. O. Box 1126
400 Janis Court
Trinidad, California

